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     The Pathways to Independence program at New Road offers
many exciting opportunities for our 18-21 year old students. At
the top of the list is our yearly trip.
     Here is what the students had to do to deserve such a
wonderful day. Each day that the students go out to work in the
community (Work Based Learning), they punch in and out on a
time clock. They accrue hours for the week that results in a
monthly paycheck. The students are responsible for paying
several “mock” bills each month, such as paying for food and
their utility bill.  Once their bills are paid, the remaining money
stays in their checking account, which, by the way, they maintain
with accuracy.  At the end of the year, the students put aside
money for this special day. This entire process teaches them real-
life skills about finances, bill paying, and saving for situations
like this one. 
     On May 24th, Mrs. Hess’s students and staff enjoyed the day
at IPlay America in Freehold, NJ. Here, students played games,
went on rides, enjoyed snacks, and had lunch together. An outing
such as this allows students an opportunity to socialize with each
other outside of the classroom. Becoming an independent person
has many facets, one of which is spending time in social
situations. By sharing experiences such as this, students become
more comfortable in social settings. As expected, the Pathways
students did not disappoint. They made conversation with each
other and shared valuable time together. A fun time was had by
all.

A Year of Hard Work Plays Off!

IMPORTANT DATES

June 13, 2023 - Graduation
June 15, 2023 - Last day of school
July 5 - August 15, 2023 - ESY
September 1 and 5, 2023 - Staff In-Service
September 4, 2023 - Labor Day - School Closed
September 6, 2023 - First day of school for students
September 25, 2023 - Yom Kippur: School Closed
October 9, 2023 - Columbus Day: School Closed,
Staff In-Service
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Noteworthy News
HEALTHY HABITS FOR THE SUMMERHEALTHY HABITS FOR THE SUMMER
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Graduating StudentsGraduating Students
Written by Ms. DeFelice, School Nurse

May/June Fun TimesMay/June Fun Times

Eight Grade Class

Twelfth Grade Class

Pathways to
Independence Class

May 12: K-9 visit May 25: BBQMay 12: K-9 visit May 24: Baseball!

May 31: Prom May 31: Prom June 2: Field Day June 2: Field Day

Connor Hill
Olivia Januszenski
Emily Schiavone

Mianna Alvarez-Mercado
Juan Barranco-Aguirre

Marina DeMartino
Ryan Hornor

Abigale Lodge
Ani Martinez-Morales

Jason Blandino
Sean Brand

Ryan LeCompte



Community Corner

Ben Edwards 
 (DeCaprio)
Jasmina Deveney
(Gelenites)
Olivia Januszewski
(Rubin)
Isaac Flam (Tacy)
Gabe Waszay (Muller)
Harmony Sanders
(Carr)
Hunter Wilson (Hess)

April 2023

Kayle DeSaules
(DeCaprio)
 Vinnie Benedetto
(DeCaprio)
Thelma Sharkey
(Tacy)
 Ani Martinez-
Morales (Muller)
 Richard Rector-
Walsh (Carr)
 Marisela Salles
(Hess)

May 2023

STUDENT OF
THE MONTH
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Aiza Mushtaq
(DeCaprio)
Aiden Dizon
(Gelenites)
Matthew Lugo
(Rubin)
Mark Gaydos-King
(Tacy)
Abigale Lodge
(Muller)

March 2023

Who let the dogs out?
     On May 11, Officer Casullo from the Ocean County Sheriff's Office
introduced our students to K-9 Drago and K-9 Fiona. These dogs are
specifically trained to assist our law enforcement officers. Officer
Casullo explained that the dogs are trained first in obedience training
and for patrol or detention, some can do both. The most common
used breeds are Shepherds and Belgian Malinois like Drago, who is two
years old and hails from Hungary. He is an explosive detecting dog.
Several other breeds are used because of their unique talents. For
example bloodhounds, basset hounds, and labrador retrievers are
known for their tracking, trailing, and detective skills. Our other K-9
visitor, Fiona, is a bloodhound who finds people. Students and staff
thoroughly enjoyed meeting them! A big "thank you" for your service
goes out to these dogs, Officer Casullo and the entire Ocean County
Sheriff's department! 
     Fun Facts: 1) Dogs have been used in law enforcement since the
Middle Ages. 2) Police K-9s usually serve in the force for 6 to 9 years.
3) The most famous police dog of all is Rin Tin Tin, a trained German
shepherd who was left behind by retreating German forces in WWI.
An American sergeant took him to the United States, where he went on
to star in 122 films and a TV series.



riveting and the characters are identifiable and young adults relate
the story to their own lives. The main theme surrounding identity is
key for high school students because they are becoming young
adults where their identities are evolving. 
     On Tuesday, June 6th, an end of unit celebration encompassed
students and staff dressing up as either a “Soc” or a “Greaser,”
equivalent to rich vs. poor or outsider vs. popular group.  Students
also watched the 1983 movie entitled "The Outsiders", while
enjoying snacks!

Curriculum Corner

Walnut Street Theater Visit
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Greasers vs. Socs "Rumble"
     This year, ninth and tenth grade students
read S.E. Hinton's novel, "The Outsiders".
Students explored some of Hinton's themes,
including finding one’s identity, poor vs. rich,
being an outsider or individual vs. group,
family, heroism and media influence.  This
novel is about the changes youth experience
during adolescence. "The Outsiders" plot is 

On Tuesday, April 25, New Road welcomed Walnut
Street Theatre! They performed a show for our K-8
students entitled, "Three Punk Posse" - a hip-hop
adaptation of "The Three Little Pigs," infused with
social, emotional learning.  For our high school and
Pathways students, Walnut Street Theatre’s acting
apprentices led two 1-hour workshops teaching
students the fundamentals of improv through
engaging games and instruction. The workshop started
with a gentle warm-up, followed by various games and
activities that touch on different aspects of improv
such as being present, making eye contact, listening
for cues, emphasizing physicality and having fun! 

Everyone loved it!


